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Public Health Screening –  

April 2014 

• Universal HIV Screening 

• Targeted Hepatitis C Screening 

– Birth cohort 1945-1965 

– Injection drug use 

• Triage nurse driven, existing 
staff 

 

 
• Physician-initiated testing 

- Adjunct 

- Clinically-indicated 

 



Study objective 

• To describe the preliminary results of HCV 

screening and diagnostic testing  







Electronic Medical Record  



Blood draw 



Physician Responsibilities 



Unique patient visits to the 

ED° 

26,634  

Offered screening at least once 

7,558 (28%) 

Accepted screening at least once 

3,284 (43%) 

Screened at least once 

2,029 (62%) 

 Results of HCV screening and diagnostic testing, April – October 2014 
 

Screening  

Test  

Positive 

186 (9.1%) 

Screening  

Test  

Negative 

 1,843 (90.8%) 

Diagnostic 

Test  

Positive 

81 (14.1%) 

Diagnostic  

Test 

Negative 

495 (85.9%) 

°Data for unique patients ≥18 years of age 

*Testing was initiated by physicians on the basis of perceived HCV risk behaviors or clinical manifestations of HCV infection.  

Visits to the ED 

41,203  

Diagnostic Tested* 

576 (2%) 



Table 1. Efficiency of Screening, Unique 

Patients 

ED Census Screening test 

performed, 

No. (%) 

Overall 26,634 2,029 (8%) 

HCV Risk Factor 

    Birth Cohort  

    (no IDU) 
8,209 1,144 (14%) 

    IDU  

    (+/- birth cohort) 
739 199 (27%) 

    No Risk  18,066 689 (4%) 



Table 2. HCV prevalence among unique patients who 

had screening and diagnostic testing  

Screened     

%  

(No. Positive/ No. 

Screened) 

Diagnostic Tested 

%  

(No. Positive/ No. 

Tested) 

Overall n=26,634 9.1%  

(186/2,029) 

14.1%  

(81/576) 

Risk Group     

Birth Cohort (no IDU)    

n=8,209 

8.3%  

(96/1,144) 

24.4%  

(47/193)  

IDU (+/- birth cohort) 

n=739 

37.7%  

(75/199)  

76.2%  

(16/21)  

No Risk 

n=18,066 

2.3%  

(16/689) 

5.8%  

(21/363)  



HCV Antibody Positive n=267 

Disclosed results during index ED visit 

33% (87/267) 

Confirmatory RNA testing 

78% (208/267) 

Confirmed HCV positive 

70% (145/208) 

Follow-up HCV clinic 

22% (32/145) 



Challenges 

• Triage protocol 

• Result disclosure + confirmatory testing 

• Linkage to care 

 

 



Conclusion 

• ED important venue for HCV testing 

– Screening yield high 

• Linkage to care formidable 

 


