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Background 

• The AIDS Clinical Trial Networks have pedigreed clinical trial 
specimens suitable for studying HIV-1 antiretroviral drug 
resistance questions 
– ACTG/IMPAACT Biomedical Research Institute (BRI) biorepository 

– Access is available for both Network and non-network investigators 
using two user-initiated search utilities 
• Frontier Science Foundation (FSTRF) provides data management 

• Repository Advisory Group (RAG) provides oversight 

– The HIV-1 prevention trial Networks (HPTN, MTN and HVTN) 
provide specimen access through ancillary study concept proposals 

– Other considerations are required to access HIV-2 specimens 
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BRI Specimen Access 

• Two mechanisms are available 

– Specimen Inventory Report Utility for ACTG/IMPAACT 
Network Investigators 

– Specimen Repository Website for both Network and 
non-Network investigators  
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Specimen Inventory Report Utility  

Available to ACTG/IMPAACT Investigators and their collaborators 
 

Slides provided by Marlene Cooper, M.S. 
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• Provide investigators with real-time access to ALL 
specimen inventory information for feasibility assessments 
and inventory checks 

• SPECIMEN COUNT (04/13/16) 

– ACTG 4.3 X 106 

– IMPAACT 5.6 X 105 

• Reports display aliquot counts in summary or aggregate 
format 

• PID specific listings or more complex queries involving 
clinical or lab endpoints will still be vetted first by SDMC 
staff 

 

 

Specimen Inventory Report Utility 
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• Requires FSTRF portal user name and password 

• Available for ACTG and IMPAACT investigators 

• User can define protocol, visit values, specimen types, and 
lab categories to generate summaries 

• Multiple report options to display and sort the summary 
counts by lab, visit, specimen type and number of patients 

• Report available in Excel or PDF format 

 

 

Specimen Inventory Report Utility Options 

5/4/16 
NIAID/DAIDS Global Trends of HIV Drug 

Resistance Consultation 
6 



• Study particpants who have de-consented to use of stored 
specimens for future research are not included in the 
reports 

• Report can be filtered to only display specimens at 
Processing Laboratories or Biorepository 

• Testing remnants are not included 

Specimen Inventory Report Utility Details 
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Initial Report Criteria 

Option appears when SST or NON additive type selected 
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Secondary Report Criteria 
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Report Output Example 
Link to LDMS codes appendix 
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Specimen Repository Website 

Access available to both Network and non-
Network investigators 
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• Interactive tool for viewing 
aggregate specimen counts 
based on search criteria 

• Limited to data from 
protocols that have been 
closed for > 5 years (~2.5 x 
106 specimens) 

• Displays information about 
studies in search results 

• Provides information and 
links about the New Work 
Concept Sheet (NWCS) 
process 

The Website 
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User Workflow 

Step 1 

Search 

Step 2 

Review results 

Step 3 

Prepare NWCS 
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• Two ways to search 

– By study number 

– Define search criteria 

• Types of criteria 

– Specimen characteristics 

– Study characteristics 

– Participant characteristics 

Step 1: Search 
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• Viable PBMCs 

• Female participants 

• Baseline samples 

 

Step 1: Search (Example) 
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• Results grouped by study 
and material type 

• Shows number of unique 
participants and specimens 

• Hover over study for details 
about it 

Step 2: Review Results 
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Details for a study 

• Objectives 

• Regimen 

• Study Location 

• Link to Schedule of Events 
(PDF) 

• Links to Published Articles 

 

Step 2: Review Results 
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• Three ways to save results 

– Print 

– Download PDF 

– Save link 

• Links to search results will 
reflect current data since 
the specimen database is 
refreshed weekly 

Step 2: Review Results 
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Step 3: Prepare NWCS 

• Website provides brief explanation of the NWCS 
process 

• Links to network specific webpages to walk the user 
through the submission process 

• FAQ page provides additional information 
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• 6,121 sessions 

• 4,788 unique visitors  

• Users from over 105 
different countries 

• 17,528 page views 

• 2.86 average pages per 
session 

• 66.9% bounce rate 

 

 

Website Usage (April 2015-March 2016) 
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Repository Website Milestones 

• ACTG/IMPAACT Repository Website version 1.0 released to the 
public on April 29th, 2015 

• Two subsequent updates (v1.1.0 and v1.2.0) 
• The DMC continues to maintain and update the database used 

by the website, which contains LDMS specimen inventory 
data, clinical data, lab results, protocol information, and 
publication data.   

• This work involves receiving and processing monthly data 
feeds from the networks, following up on data validation 
issues, adding new studies to the system as they become 
approved, and general database and hardware maintenance 
activities.  
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ACTG Update 

• A question was added to the NWCS template in July 
2015 asking whether the Repository website was 
used.   

• Since July, there have been 8 NWCS 
submissions/revisions, of those 1 indicated they 
used the website, 7 did not.   

• The total number of NWCS processed in 2015 was 
25, which is up from only 15 processed in 2014.  

5/4/16 
NIAID/DAIDS Global Trends of HIV Drug 

Resistance Consultation 
22 



IMPAACT Update 

• The NWCS form was revised in August 2015 to ask 
whether the Repository website was used, and the 
website was used for three of the five NWCS proposals 
received since then.  

• There were a total of 5 NWCS proposals received in 
2015 as compared to only two in 2014. 

• In addition, IMPAACT issued a solicitation for Early 
Career Investigator Awards last March, and the 
solicitation specifically encouraged used of the 
repository web tool (although this wasn’t formally 
tracked).  
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Additional information 

• Contact “Us link” provides a mechanism to request 
additional assistance for more complex queries 

• To facilitate specimen access, a funding opportunity 
application (DAIDS supplemental) is in preparation 
for release this spring 
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• ACTG, SSS and FSTRF 

• IMPAACT and FHI360 

• NIAID/DAIDS 

• NICHD 

• Biomedical Research 
Institute (BRI) 

• Fisher BioServices 

• Emerson Media 

Thank You 
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