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In the next 9.5 minutes 

 What are gay men saying about PrEP? 
 Why does it matter? 
 Recommendations 



 
 World AIDS Day 2012 

 
 Manhunt sends PrEP promo to members – 2.5 million 

 
 Partnership with Gladstone, Fenway, Positive Frontiers 

 
 V 1.0 – Message is  bold, keepin’ it real – Nov 30, 2012 

 
 “HIV Prevention Pill for Negative Men (and women too): 

A choice when condoms are in the way or not enough?” 
 “Foster open an honest conversation and to encourage 

Manhunt members to consider the potential impact of PrEP 
on their sex lives.” 

 
 
 

http://towleroad.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341c730253ef017c34223da4970b-pi


http://www.towleroad.com/










The only important 
thing to know and 
do is always wear a 
condom. 
          - Larry Kramer 
              March 2012 





 V 2.0 – The apology tour – December 4, 2012 
 
 “HIV Prevention Pill for Negative Men: 

Another choice for staying HIV free?” 
 

 “Over the past few days since the email was sent, the 
message has been mischaracterized by some of the gay 
press. It’s been suggested that we are promoting bad 
science, that we’re advocating for everyone to stop using 
condoms and start taking the pill, and that we’ve been paid 
to promote Truvada. None of these statements are true.” 
 

 “We would like to apologize to our members and anyone 
else that felt confused by the message of our initial World 
AIDS Day campaign and gay press coverage.” 
 
 

http://towleroad.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341c730253ef017c34223da4970b-pi


Recommendations – Address Stigma 

 Reframe “safer sex.” No more deferring to 
“wear a condom every time.” 
 Telling people to take a pill every day + condoms =   

CRAY CRAY 
 Taking PrEP as prescribed IS “safer sex” 
 Intimacy and pleasure – not 4-letter words 

 

 Provide platforms for the voices                      
of PrEP users 
 My Life on PrEP – Positive Frontiers 
 My PrEP Experience – 

myprepexperience.blogspot.com 
 



Recommendations – Info Dissemination 
 Train gatekeepers 
 Project RSP! (Ready, Set, PrEP!) 
 Will train Chicago case managers and   

prevention workers in ‘13 
What is PrEP? 
 Basics of science 

Who is a good candidate for PrEP? 
 Where/how PrEP can be accessed 

 More community forums,  more online 
engagement, more discussion, more efforts 
like Manhunt’s 
 Love May Have Another Protector – prepfacts.org 

 



Thank you 
Jim Pickett 

Director of Prevention Advocacy and Gay Men’s Health, AFC 
Chair, International Rectal Microbicide Advocates 

jpickett@aidschicago.org 
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