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Mitchell Leus, MPH
Forum for Collaborative Research
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Agenda

Time Agenda
20 mins Welcome and Housekeeping
60 mins Session I: Working Group Updates
60 mins Session II: MAPPED Working Group
20 mins BREAK
30 mins Session III: Challenges in PD-1 & PD-L1 Therapies
55 mins Session IV: Current and Future Landscape of HBV Biomarkers
80 mins Session V: Frontiers in HBV Drug Development
5 mins Meeting Wrap Up and Adjourn
6:30 PM Onward Evening Reception with Liver and PSC Forums
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Overview of the HBV Forum
 What: a platform for ongoing multi-stakeholder 

dialogue to identify barriers, prioritize research 
and identify solutions to accelerate 
development of curative HBV therapies

 How: provide a neutral, independent, safe
space where all stakeholder groups have an 
equal voice in discussion and deliberation
 Focus on developing consensus, increasing

synergy and collaboration, and reducing
duplication and uncertainty

 Ongoing working group activity throughout
the year anchored by larger project events

 Active & engaged participation
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The Forum’s Concept

 Enhanced clarity

 Innovation

 Collaboration

 Redundancy

 Development time

 Risk

ONE 
TABLE

Regulators

Industry

Academia

Patients
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Forum Operating Principles 
 Independent and neutral venue
 Ongoing multi-stakeholder dialogue
 Each stakeholder group has an equal voice

 Facilitate best science-based decisions, in real time
 Break down inefficiencies and redundancy
 Increase clarity, collaboration, and innovation
 Benefit to whole field, especially patients



6   |   FORUM FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH  |   CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH

Forum = Safe Space 

 Closed meeting
 No marketing
 No press

 Bring your expertise
 Leave your “hat” at the door
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Rules of the Room and Zoom

What’s said in the room, stays in the room

What’s said in the room, is not for attribution

Let the science speak

Active participation 
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HBV Forum Steering Committee Members
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Veronica Miller,
Forum for Collaborative Research

Marion Peters, Northwestern

Oliver Lenz, Janssen
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Stephanie Buchholz, European Medicines 
Agency

Eric Donaldson, US FDA

Poonam Mishra, US FDA

Gabriel Westman, 
Swedish Medical Products Agency
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Chari Cohen, Hepatitis B Foundation

Danjuma Adda, World Hepatitis Alliance

Su Wang, Center for Asian Health, Saint 
Barnabas Medical Center

Thomas Tu, Westmead Institute for Medical 
Research, Hepatitis B Voices Australia, 

HepBCommunity.org
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Kosh Agarwal, King’s College Hospital

Timothy Block, Hepatitis B Foundation, 
Baruch S. Blumberg Institute

Carol Brosgart, UCSF

Henry Chan, The Chinese University of Hong 
Kong

Jordan Feld, Toronto Centre for Liver 
Disease

Robert Fontana, University of Michigan

Marc Ghany, NIDDK, NIH

Robert Gish, Medical Director, Hepatitis B 
Foundation

Seng Gee Lim, National University of 
Singapore

Harry Janssen, Erasmus Medical Center

Norah Terrault, Keck Medicine at USC

Fabien Zoulim, INSERM – French National 
Health Institute
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Markus Cornberg, EASL

Adam Gehring, ICE-HBV
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Gavin Cloherty, Abbott Diagnostics

Christian Voitenleitner, Roche Diagnostics

Patricia Mendez, Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Christos Petropoulos, Monogram 
Biosciences

Teresa Wright, GlaxoSmithKline

Carey Hwang, Vir Biotechnology
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HBV Forum Sponsors
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Forum Data & Analysis Center
 Neutral venue for data sharing, 

ongoing discussion, evaluation, and 
innovation in data use and analytics 

 Serves the needs of industry, 
regulatory agencies, and patients in 
advancing data science for drug 
development

 A safe approach for data sharing 
across sectors (e.g., private and 
publicly held data) 

 Find more info at 
https://forumresearch.org/data-
center 

https://forumresearch.org/data-center
https://forumresearch.org/data-center


11   |   FORUM FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH  |   CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH

Forum Team 
• Veronica Miller – Director 

• Brenda Rodriguez – Deputy Director

• Azza Karrar – Senior Research Associate

• Robin Schaefer – Postdoctoral Scholar

• Logan Donaldson – Research Associate

• Sehyr Khan – Research Associate

• Mitchell Leus – Research Associate

• Shilpa Mitra – Research Associate

• Nicholas Murdock – Research Associate

• Alicia Jellinek – Program Financial Analyst 

• Christopher Berry – Events Manager

• Chris Hoffman – IT and Operational Director

• Margot Yann – Lead Data Scientist

• Zachary Rooney – Research Associate

• Sammy Berman – Research Data Analyst

• Jeffrey S. Murray – Program Advisor

• John Sninsky – Program Advisor

• Sarah Alhakimi – Graduate Student Researcher

• Alessi Ayvaz – Student Researcher
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