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The need for an HCV The need for an HCV 
resistance literature resistance literature 

databasedatabase

• Within the past few years, numerous papers or 
abstracts on resistance to STAT-Cs have been 
presented at various scientific meetings

• Peer-reviewed publications can be retrieved through 
literature database searches, but…
– There is no single comprehensive repository dedicated 

to indexing and retrieving these papers, and
– Data presented at conferences that is not later 

published is extremely difficult to identify, retrieve, 
and cite
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Bird eyeBird eye’’s view of the s view of the 
solutionsolution

• We propose the development of a searchable literature 
repository
– Database and software development to be shared between HCV DRAG and 

HIV Forum (beta version has been completed)

• Proposed Roles
– HIV Forum: Host database and software; maintain server
– Research Community: Submit presentations and publications for 

inclusion in the database
– HCV DRAG Working Group: Periodically review status of the 

database and suggest improvements for consideration by the 
developers

• Intended audience: 
– Researchers
– Clinicians
– Regulatory agencies
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Search modalities allow results to be filtered 
based on one or more of the following criteria:

•Target of compound
•Compound and/or Compound class
•Specific Residue
•Publication type
•Experimental System 
•Keyword

HCV DRAG working group to define above 
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Results from search allow retrieval of additional information through hyperlinked 
title
-Option to download citation to EndNote library or text provided

URLs for published articles or links to PDFs may be 
provided
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The database is designed to allow 

indexing and retrieval of unpublished 

data such as conference presentation 

slides or posters.  If permission has 

been granted by the authors, the user 

will be able to use the web-browser to 

open and download a PDF of the 

presentation as illustrated by the poster 

on the left.
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Moving forward…Moving forwardMoving forward……

• Form the HCV DRAG ResistLit DB WG 
(Resistance Literature DataBase Working Group)

– Optimize Vertex’s beta version, launch database
– Populate database with references available to date
– Decide how the database will be updated

Working group to generate list of presentations wanted for submissions
Disseminate flyers to authors at posters requesting submission
HIV Forum to send email requesting authors of pertinent publications to submit their 
presentations to the database

– Decide how to raise awareness of the database/service 
Present a poster at relevant conferences announcing our presence to end-users 
(researchers, clinicians)
Announcement at 4th HCV Resistance Workshop (June, Boston, MA) and request data 
and/or comments
Publish a database announcement in an appropriate journal (Nucleic Acids Res, BMC 
Hepatology, others?)
Provide periodic updates / announcements using the HIV Forum’s listserver

• Anything other issues/ideas?
• Please sign up!
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HCV Resistance Sequence 
DB

 

HCV Resistance Sequence HCV Resistance Sequence 
DBDB

• Need for framework allowing collection of HCV 
drug resistance information in consistent, 
standardized format

• Meeting in Paris, Feb 2008 w Japanese, 
European and Los Alamos database 
representatives

• Mechanisms for integrating a new HCV 
resistance database into existing structures?
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HCV Resistance DBHCV Resistance DBHCV Resistance DB

• Protected section for HCV drug resistance 
sequences within a public warehouse that all three 
databases feed into

• A 4th entity: HCV drug resistance info, and all 4 
feed into a public warehouse

• Restricted access:
– Baseline vs follow up sequences
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Proposed Next StepsProposed Next StepsProposed Next Steps

• Needs assessment and interest on part of pharma

• Other possible funding sources: ANRS, NIH, EU

• Discuss governance structure and access
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