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Recreational drug use is pervasive among 
American MSM

Non-injection drug use is associated with HIV 
risk and HIV prevalence

Non-injection substance use is associated with 
HIV incidence

MSM substance users/abusers can reduce 
sexual risk-taking

There are no proven interventions to reduce 
risk among MSM substance users/abusers.  





AlcoholAlcohol 88%88%

MarijuanaMarijuana 43%43%

PoppersPoppers 20%20%

CocaineCocaine 15%15%

Crack CocaineCrack Cocaine 3%3%

Ecstasy/MMDAEcstasy/MMDA 12%12%

Speed/MethSpeed/Meth 10%10%

Other uppersOther uppers 2%2%
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%
 
(95% CI)

Non-IDU
 

15% (13-16%)
IDU < 5 years

 
40%

 
(26-55%)

IDU > 5 years
 

43%
 

(33-53%)



Frequency of Use
 

%
 
(95% CI)

5+ Days/Week
 

32%
 

(24-40%)
3-4 Days/Week

 
24%

 
(18-32%)

1-2 Days/Week
 

22%
 

(17-27%)
Infrequent Use

 
16%

 
(13-20%)

Do Not Use Drugs
 

12%
 

(10-14%)





D:rug use at least once during UAI:  (p<.01)

HIV Seroconverters
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Meth
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Viagra
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Poppers
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Carey, et al., AIDS and Behavior, 2008



Drug Use Patterns and Seroconversion: 

HR
 

AR

Amphetamines
 

2.0
 

16%
Heavy Alcohol Use
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Alcohol/Drugs & Sex
 

1.6
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Koblin, et al., AIDS, 2006





UAI with a Non-Monogamous Partner, 
Months After Intake:

1 3 6 9 12

Enhanced 39%
 

21%
 

18%
 

18%
 

28%

Comparison
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Stall, et al., Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 1999.
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