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Types of studies

• Natural History:
– Birth Cohorts
– Prevalent cohorts
– Trials with ‘no

treatment’ or placebo
arms

– Inform about when to
start ART

• Effect of ART
– Trials address specific

questions:
• Drugs and regimens
• ART management strategies

– Cohorts:
• Population effectiveness of ART

– VL, CD4
– Clinical

• Longterm toxicities
• Need large numbers



Paediatric European Network for
Treatment of AIDS (PENTA)

Penta is an European Union concerted action

Supported since 1992 by:
•European Commission: Biomed 1 and 2, Fifth FP, NAS extension.
•MRC, INSERM/ANRS, Italian Institute of Health, other national
AIDS programs
•Pharmaceutical companies: some trial support / educational grants



MRC CTU, London:
Austria, Finland,
Germany, Ireland,
Italy, Netherlands,
Sweden, UK

Brazil, Thailand

INSERM SC10,
Paris: Belgium,
Denmark, France,
Portugal, Romania,
Spain, Switzerland

Argentina

PENTA  countries

US and Bahamas in PP1



www.pentatrials.org



Epidemiology Studies and Cohort
Collaborations

• Complement trials by:
– Addressing questions at a population level

• Effect of HAART
• Short and long-term side-effects including

lipodystrophy
– Assist with long-term follow-up of trials

– Provide data to:
•  explore questions to be addressed by trials
•  inform trial design
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PENTA and Cohorts

• In last funding round, joined by ECS
• Charged with also setting up cohort

collaborations in Europe
– European Collaborative Study
– First cohort collaboration on infants

• National Cohorts to join COHERE



Adolescents in CHIPS:
child to adult cohorts

• 46% of 1065 children in CHIPS are >10
years

• Transfer to adult care
• Important to continue follow-up though

adult cohorts:
– Time of diagnosis known
– Less confounding with other risk factors
– ART accurately documented



COHERE
Collaboration of Observational HIV

Epidemiological Research in Europe

246,600 Adults
6,410 Children


