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PSC Forum 5

June 20, 2023

Remote Participants 

The meeting will commence promptly at 08:00 (CET)
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Wi-Fi Access

Network:    ACROTEL

    Password not required

Please ensure your phone is
turned to Silent or Vibrate Mode



Housekeeping

Paula Blay

Prism Event Management 
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Housekeeping
▪ Wear your badge at all times and if returning this evening for the Reception please retain your badge 

▪ See the ‘Crowd Release Notice’ regarding photography permissions

▪ Please keep valuables and confidential information with you

▪ Turn your cell phone to silent or vibrate mode

▪ Wi-Fi is provided in the meeting room; please see the instructions on screen and on your table

▪ I advise the meeting is being live streamed and recorded, thus we encourage our remote audience members to keep their  
camera on if you are comfortable doing so.  

▪ Remote Attendees asking Questions: If you wish to speak please use the ‘raise hand’ feature and wait for the moderator to 
introduce you. Please ensure you have logged into the zoom meeting with your first and last names so the Moderator can 
identify you.  You have control to mute/unmute. If you require further assistance, please contact Zoom Technical Support.  
This information was supplied in your confirmation email.  

▪ In-Person Attendees asking Questions: Please go to one of the mics located in the middle and side aisles and wait for the 
moderator to signal to you.  It is important to use a microphone otherwise remote attendees cannot hear you.  Please lean 
into the mic and remember to introduce yourself with your name and affiliation.  

▪ Any queries/assistance please ask at the Registration Desk.  

▪ Tonight’s Reception from 6:30pm is in the Garden Courtyard (weather permitting).  
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Welcome and Introductory 
Remarks

Adrian Di Bisceglie, HighTide Therapeutics

Kris Kowdley, Liver Institute Northwest

Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research 
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Meeting Agenda

▪ Session I: Connecting the Clinic with Drug Development

▪ Session II: Gaps and Barriers: Reflecting 

on Ongoing Programs

▪ Session III: Collaborations Across Datasets

▪ Session IV: Next steps
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The Forum’s Concept

▪ Enhanced clarity

▪ Innovation

▪ Collaboration

▪ Redundancy

▪ Development time

▪ Risk

ONE 

TABLE

Regulators

Industry

Academia

Patients

THE FORUM
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Forum Operating Principles 

▪ Independent and neutral venue

▪ Ongoing multi-stakeholder dialogue

▪ Each stakeholder group has an equal voice

▪ Facilitate best science-based decisions, in real time

▪ Break down inefficiencies and redundancy

▪ Increase clarity, collaboration, and innovation

▪ Benefit to whole field, especially patients
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Forum = Safe Space 

▪ Closed meeting

▪ No marketing

▪ No press

▪ Bring your expertise

▪ Leave your “hat” at the door
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Rules of the Room and Zoom

What’s said in the room, stays in the room

What’s said in the room, is not for attribution

Let the science speak

Active participation 



Steering Committee

Co-Chairs

Veronica Miller
Forum for Collaborative Research

Adrian Di Bisceglie, HighTide Therapeutics

Kris Kowdley, Northwest Liver Institute

Regulatory
Ruby Mehta, FDA/ CDER/ DHN

Charmaine Stewart, FDA/CDER/DHN

Patient 
Advocates

Rachel Gomel, PSC Partners Seeking a Cure 
Canada

Ricky Safer,
PSC Partners Seeking a Cure

Paula Hanford,
PSC Support

EASL Marco Marzioni, EASL

Academia

Christopher Bowlus, UC Davis Medical 
Center

Gideon Hirschfield, University of Toronto

Joshua Korzenik, Brigham and Women's 
Hospital

Doug Thorburn, University College London

Michael Trauner, Medical University of Vienna

Palak Trivedi, University of Birmingham

Industry
Eric Lefebvre, Pliant Therapeutics

Pam Vig, Mirum Pharmaceuticals
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Forum Team Updates

▪ New Staff

▪ Chris Hoffman, IT and Operational Director

▪ Margot Yann, Lead Data Scientist

▪ Sammy Berman, Research Data Analyst

▪ Since PSC Forum 4

▪ Azza Karrar, MSc, PhD
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The PSC Forum Welcomes:

Azza Karrar, MSc, PhD

Senior Research Associate

• Extensive experience working on immunopathology 

of liver disease.

• Has led translational efforts focusing on 

immunopathogenesis, biomarkers and therapeutic 

targets of NASH related-liver fibrosis.

• Served as Biologist with the FDA, CDRH to provide 

regulatory consultation on premarket approval 

application, product development protocols and post 

market applications.
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PSC and Liver Forum Sponsors
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Forum Team 
• Veronica Miller – Director 

• Brenda Rodriguez – Deputy Director

• Azza Karrar – Senior Research Associate

• Robin Schaefer – Postdoctoral Scholar

• Logan Donaldson – Research Associate

• Sehyr Khan – Research Associate

• Mitchell Leus – Research Associate

• Shilpa Mitra – Research Associate

• Nicholas Murdock – Research Associate

• Alicia Jellinek – Program Financial Analyst 

• Christopher Berry – Events Manager

• Chris Hoffman – IT and Operational Director

• Margot Yann – Lead Data Scientist

• Zachary Rooney – Research Associate

• Sammy Berman – Research Data Analyst

• Jeffrey S. Murray – Program Advisor

• John Sninsky – Program Advisor

• Sarah Alhakimi, Graduate Student Researcher

• Alessi Ayvaz, Student Researcher
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PSC Forum Events

▪ Liver & PSC Forums Evening Reception 

▪ June 20, 2023, Vienna, Austria (before EASL ILC)

▪ PSC Forum 6 

▪ November 9, 2023, Boston, MA (before AASLD TLM)

▪ Liver & PSC Forums Evening Reception 

▪ November 9, 2023, Boston, MA (before AASLD TLM)



Acknowledgements

▪ PRISM Event Staff

▪ Paula Blay
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