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Context

• 35-year career commitment to the science,
training, and application of
pharmacoepidemiology

• Global pharmacovigilance work supported
by:
– Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (2007-)

– Strengthening Pharmaceutical Systems
Partnership with MSH (2008-)

– UW Department of Global Health (2010-)





Pearls

1. Unprecedented interest in
global pharmacovigilance and
countries want their own data

2. Advances in methods - sentinel
sites, active surveillance

3. Many examples of “signals to
action”

4. Stage set for collaboration



Pitfalls = Challenges =
Opportunities

1. No unified vision for
pharmacovigilance in
resource-limited settings

2. Greater translation of
science to policy and
practice is needed.

3. Limited resources & training
given the need

4. Better metrics are needed



Personal Reflections on
The Way Forward

• Define the question(s) for PV

• Mind the special populations

• Utilize most appropriate methods; no
single approach can meet all needs – tool-
kits needed.

• Disseminate successes and ‘non-
successes’

• Collaborate, advocate, act, persistency

• Be good partners


