
Sex, Science-- Silence!?!?! 
Achieving Sexual and 

Reproductive Justice for  
People Living With HIV  

 
September 21, 2012 
Safe Conception Roundtable 
 
 
Naina Khanna 
Policy Director 
Women Organized to Respond to Life-threatening Diseases (WORLD) 

 



 

 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

S Gruskin et al / Reproductive Health Matters 2007;15(29 Supplement):4:26 



Principle 1.  
You can’t always take sex out of 

conception 
 

- Even if the patient’s goal is conception, the provider’s goal is to 
ensure whole health… that includes healthy sexuality and 
eroticism. 
- People living with HIV are sexual beings 
- If a discussion about conception minus sex is happening, it’s 
important to start with understanding why eg. 
 --> same gender loving?  
 --> fertility concerns? 
--> individual vs couple. 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 



Principle 2.  
Motherhood is a socially valued 

identity 
-Increasingly “parenthood” 
-For many WLHIV, motherhood may be the 
only socially valued identity available to them 
(Barnes, et al 2009). 
- Critical for providers to understand 
motivation, including cultural factors related 
to conception for PLHIV 



 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 N = 493 



 
 
 

 

 

What about people other than 
cisgender women? 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 Surveyed > 2000 U.S. PLHIV 
 

• HIV criminalization is a significant deterrent to testing, accessing care, and 
treatment for HIV.  
 
• 41% felt it could be reasonable to avoid treatment for fear of prosecution 
 

• Almost half (49.6%) felt it could be reasonable to avoid testing for HIV for 
fear of prosecution 
 

• One quarter (25.1%) of respondents reported they knew at least 
one person who told them they did not want to get tested for fear of 
prosecution if they tested positive 



 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

“I was told by several providers to abort my 
pregnancy. I was in my 2nd trimester before I 
knew I was pregnant. I ran out of many a 
doctor’s office in tears after being told I was 
selfish, or that ‘if that was my wife, I’d make her 
have an abortion.’” 

- PWN survey respondent 



 
 

 

 

Disclosure laws and guidelines 

Provider-patient communication 

HIV criminalization laws 

Service integration: HIV/SRH/VAW 

Spermwashing availability 

Fertility/IVF access (legal & payers) 

052 implementation & patient rights 

PrEP 

 



 

 

 

 

Thank You 
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