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HIV testing in VA 
• Historically, HIV testing has been restricted in VA by Section 

124 of Public Law 100-322 
– Prohibited widespread HIV testing in VA 
– Required written informed consent for HIV testing and scripted pre- 

and post-test counseling 

• Historically, testing rates have been low in VA 
– As of 2009, <10% of Veterans in VA care had ever tested for HIV 
– Over 50% of HIV patients in VA had AIDS at time of diagnosis 
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VA HIV Testing Policy Changes  
August 17, 2009  

• VA National HIV Testing Policy revised 
– After Section 124 repealed, VA was able to revise policy to promote 

widespread routine HIV testing   
– Routinely offer HIV testing to all Veterans 
– Eliminate written informed consent and prescribed pre- and post-test 

counseling 
– Verbal consent still required and must be documented in medical 

record 
– Written educational materials about HIV testing must be provided to 

patients  

VHA Informed Consent Handbook 1004.01: August 17th, 2009 

VHA Directive 2009-036,  August 17, 2009 
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Veterans Ever Tested for HIV by Year 
2009-2011 

9.2% Ever Tested 
n=524,267 

2009 

Outpatient Visits 
n= 5,713,265 

13.5% Ever Tested 
n= 795,126 

Outpatient Visits 
n= 5,888,599 

2010 2011 

Outpatient Visits 
n= 6,114,034  

20% Ever Tested 
n= 1,221,328 
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Veterans Integrated Service Networks 
(VISNs) 
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Percent of Veterans EVER Tested for 
HIV, by VISN: 2009, 2010, 2011 
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Percentage EVER Tested by 
Race/Ethnicity – CY2011  

33.20% 

22.54% 

23.12% 

37.21% 

17.59% 

15.93% 

Hispanic (N=295,900) 

American Indian/Alaska Native 
(N=43,677) 

Asian/Pacific Islander (N=93,341) 

Black (N=839,702) 

White (N=3,957,475) 

Unknown Race (N=1,267,025) 
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Percentage EVER Tested by Age and 
Gender – CY2011 
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Percentage of HIV Positive Tests in  
CY 2011, by VISN  
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Mean: 0.38% 
Median: 0.35% 
Range: 0.14-0.64% 

* 

*CDC Threshold for routine HIV testing 
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Gender and Age of Veterans with HIV Positive 
Test Results in CY 2011 (n= 2,149) 

93.3% 

6.8% 

Gender 

Male 
Female 

6.4% 

30.1% 

57.6% 

5.9% 

Age 

Under 30 
30 to 49 
50 to 69 
70 and older 
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HIV Seropositivity in CY 2011  
by Age and Gender 

0.41% 

0.65% 

0.43% 

0.14% 
0.17% 

0.26% 

0.55% 

0.22% 

0.0% 

0.1% 

0.2% 

0.3% 

0.4% 

0.5% 

0.6% 

0.7% 

Under age 30 Age 30 to 49 Age 50 to 69 Age 70 and older 

Male 
Female 



VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

HIV Seropositivity in CY 2011 
 by Race/Ethnicity  

0.39% 
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0.38% 

0.78% 
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American Indian/Alaska Native 
(N=4,363) 

Asian/Pacific Islander (N=9.857) 

Black (N=123,177) 

White (N=298,341) 

Unknown Race/Ethnicity (N=95,661) 

0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 1.0% 
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VA National HIV Testing Data for  
2009, 2010 and 2011 

Variable 2009 2010 2011 

Number of Veterans with an 
outpatient visit in CY  

5, 713, 265 5, 888, 599 6, 114, 034 

Number and % of Veterans with an 
outpatient visit ever tested for HIV 

524, 267  
(9.2%) 

795, 126  
(13.5%) 

 1,221,328 
(20.0%) 

Number of Veterans with HIV tests 
performed in CY 

142, 345 341, 414 523,361 

Number of Veterans with HIV 
positive tests in CY 

1,739 2,233 2,149 

Seropositivity rate of Veterans tested 
in CY 

1.2% 0.7% 0.41% 

Abbreviations: CY= calendar year;  HIV = human immunodeficiency virus 
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Conclusions 

• The percentage of Veterans ever tested for HIV 
more than doubled in two years 

• Every VISN had increases in HIV testing rates from 
2009-2011 

• Policy change, clinical reminders, grant support, and 
social marketing had large cumulative impact on 
increases in HIV testing rates 

• In 2011, all VISNs and demographic groups had an 
HIV seropositivity rate above the CDC threshold 
(>0.1%) for routine HIV testing   
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